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Dear Sirs and Madams:

On behalf of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), | am pleased to
address you with respect to your request for precautionary measures regarding sexual violence
against women and girls living in 22 Port-au-Prince internally displaced persons camps.

l also wish to inform you thatin a note of today’s date, the Commission addressed the State
of Haiti pursuant to Article 25 of the Commission’s Rules of Procedure in order to request the
adoption of urgent measures in favor of the above-mentioned persons. Specifically, the Commission
requested that the Government of Haiti take the following measures (reproduced in the official
language of the State):

1. Assurer que des soins médicaux et psychologiques soient fournis dans des endroits
accessibles aux victimes de violence sexuelles des 22 camps de déplacés internes objet
de cette mesure conservatoires. En particulier, assurer :

a. la privacitée pendant les examens ;

b. la disponibilitt de membres de personnel médical féminin, possédant une
sensibilite culturelle ainsi que de l'expérience avec des victimes de violence
sexuelle ;

c. lexpédition de certificats médicaux ;

d. la prophylaxie HIV ; et

e. la contraception d'urgence.

Ms. Lisa Davis, Esq.

International Women’s Human Rights Clinic Ms. Katherine Romero

CUNY School of Law Women’s Link W orldwide
and - Bogota, Colombia

MADRE

Human Rights Advocacy Director Ms. Erica J. Richards, Esq.

Morrison & Foerster LLP
Annie Gell, Esq. And Brian Concannon, Jr., Esq.
Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti Sunita Patel, Esq. and others
Center for Constitutional Rights
Mario Joseph, Av.
Bureau des Avocats Internationaux KOFAVIV, FAVILEK, KONAMAVID



-2-

Impléementer des mesures de sécurite effectives dans les 22 camps, en particulier,
assurer I'eclairage public, un patrouillage adequat autour et a I'intérieur des camps, et
un plus grand nombre de forces de sécurite feminines dans les patrouilles et dans les
commissariats de police a proximite des camps ;

Assurer que les agents publics chargés de repondre aux incidents de violence sexuelle
recoivent des formations leur permettant de repondre adéquatement aux plaintes de
violence sexuelle ainsi que d’adopter des mesures de sécurité ;

Promouvoir la création d’unités spéciales au sein de la police judiciaire et du Ministere
Public chargées de I'enquéte des cas de viol et d’autres formes de violence a I'egard
des femmes et des jeunes filles ; et

Assurer que les groupes de femmes de base aient pleine participation et leadership
dans la planification et 'exécution des politiques et pratiques destinees au combateta
la prévention de la violence sexuelle et d’autres formes de violence dans les camps.

In its communication to Haiti, the Commission also requested that the State provide the
Commission with information concerning compliance with these measures within 20 days of receipt
of the communication, and thereafter on a periodic basis. In view of the observations of the parties
on compliance, the Commission will decide whether to extend or lift the measures.

The Commission wishes to note that in accordance with Article 25(9) of the Commission’s
Rules of Procedure that the granting of these measures and their adoption by the State shall not
constitute a prejudgment on the merits of a case.

The IACHR posts on its Web site (www.cidh.org) a summary of the precautionary measures
that have been granted. The summary identifies the beneficiaries of the precautionary measures by
name, with the exception of children and victims of sexual violence. In cases in which the beneficiaries
of these precautionary measures prefer that their complete name not be made public on the W eb site,
they are required to immediately inform the IACHR in writing.

Sincerely,
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Santiago A, Canton
Secrétaire exécutif
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